











6 Islamic Movement...

There are deficiencies also but they can be corrected through earnest
effort and proper care.

Another good feature is that our people by nature are not
trouble-mongers. They are prone to be hoodwinked on account of
their lack of proper knowledge, ignorance or credulity. It is a fact
that they are being deceived as such. But they would never agree to
the forces of destruction that are generally manifest through the
activities of the deceits and cheats. If efforts are put in through a
systematic machinery, success will ultimately be achieved in making
public opinion in favour of the forces of reform. Had the entire
vision of the society been smothered by vices nurtured by these
vicious elements, there would have been cause for alarm. The third
reality is that the forces of evil, in spite of having access to all the
material instruments of influence for the success of their designs,
woefully lack two things — strength of an unblemished character and
unity of thought and action.

The last and the most important reason is that the mission of
Islamic revival is in reality Allah’s own mission and whosoever
works for its success has Allah’s blessings, provided he is earnest
and patient and not unmindful of practical wisdom. Such people, in
spite of being handicapped by scanty resources and numbers, find the
approval of Allah to make up for their deficiency in the above fields.

This is the fund of hopefulness behind the outward phases of
disappointment and this fact enlivens the hope that an ideal social
order of Islam is not only a possibility but its success is also
expected. What is required is that those who really want it to take
shape should come out of their castles of fond hopes and aspirations
and take practical steps for shaping it in accordance with the laws
made by Allah, which operate in this universe. That will guarantee
success. To indulge only in criticism of the vices and evils is not the
way to success according to Allah’s laws. You cannot wipe off even
a tiny thorn of the jungle nor a tiny pebble from your path without
putting in effort. How can the evils of the society that have seaped
into it for such a long time be removed by the jugglery of your words
alone. Even a single grain of corn cannot be produced without
intensive labour on the part of the farmer. Hence, it would be futile
to expect that the greenery of piety and righteousness will wave
majestically through prayers and fond-longings. Criticism is fruitful
provided we do our duty in this world functioning under the law of
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cause and effect and subsequently pray to Almighty Allah to crown
our efforts with success. The angels without doubt descend, but not
to fight by themselves but to help the upholders of truth who have
dedicated themselves in the way of Allah. Hence, all those who are
inclined to act should refrain from all unreasonable hopes and
aspirations and, in a patient mood, ponder over the claims of the
mission. They should judge for themselves whether they would work
for the mission or just lament at the harm done and subsequently be
satisfied with nourishing fond hopes of reform and reconstruction in
their hearts only. Whosoever decides to act should not do so in
frenzy. He should on the contrary temper his judgement with cool
thought and imagination. Momentary zeal invests a man with the
capacity to stand upright and receive bullets and die. But it is not a
powerful weapon to make one abstain from vice even for a few days
or sustain him on the path of righteousness, nothing to speak of his
capability of tenaciously sticking to his objective with painstaking
labour for the whole of his life. Only those can do constructive work
who have decided with cool thought that they have to spend the
whole of their lives in that very task.

After getting ready for action, people generally take up the
problem of programme of work. They say, “Well, we have decided
to work. Let us know the programme of action.” But they forget that
the main point between the decision to act and the programme of
action is the personality of the doer, and it is wrong to talk of the
programme, by ignoring the main point. It is a faulty notion that the
desire for action only is the passport to action, and what is required is
only the programme. Owing to this wrong notion, great schemes of
action took their start but failed to attain their objective. The fact is
that the programmes and schemes are not the real issues. They are
the people who carry them onwards — their qualifications and the
attributes of every individual among them. They are the real force
who decide whether the scheme is going to achieve success or perish
in failure. Every deficiency of theirs affects results and every good
feature of their personality illuminates itself. If they are possessed of
good qualities, they carry forward even a wrong scheme and a
defective programme in such a manner as to astonish the world. On
the contrary, if their capability is deficient, even the best scheme
meets with failure and the people at large began to doubt the health
of the scheme itself that is being handled by incapable people.



8 Islamic Movement...

Hence, it is our duty to see, before giving our thought to the practical
proposals for reform and reconstruction, what attributes of character
should adorn them and what weaknesses should not defile them, and
what are the means for preparing such types of right people.

In the succeeding pages, I shall deal with this subject in the
following order:

1. the attributes that are essential for every individual
embarking upon the scheme of work;

their collective attributes;

3. the qualifications that are necessary for success in
propagation and establishment of Islamic way of life;

4. the major vices that should not defile them individually
or collectively;

5. the methods that should help the consummation of the
required qualifications and the eradication of
undesirable blemishes from individuals and the society.

In order to establish the social order of Islam in the world,
second important factor, subsequent to Allah’s help, upon which
success is based, is cumulative qualities of the people dedicated to
the work.

There are certain qualifications that are necessary for the
individuals. Again certain attributes are necessary in the social
context. There are yet other qualifications that are necessary for the
task of reformation and reconstruction. And there are certain evils
that will defeat their mission. The above factors are to be fully
understood so that all those who are inspired by a true zeal to serve
should inculcate in them the required characteristics as enunciated
above and should purge themselves of the undesirable attributes, if
any. Personal purification is the first requisite for the reconstruction
of society. The reason is apparent. One who cannot reform his own
self can never do anything tangible for the reformation of others.
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Personal Qualifications

True understanding of Islam
Firm faith in Islam
Personal character

Islam as aim of life

-l 81

True Understanding of Islam

The first item among the personal qualifications is the true
understanding of Islam.

One who wants to establish the social order of Islam must
first have a comprehensive idea of the system that he wants to
establish. In order to make a headway in the direction, a
rudimentary knowledge of Islam is not sufficient. On the
contrary, a detailed knowledge of Islam is called for. But the
paucity of its knowledge or its full comprehension depends on
the personal calibre of the individual. It is not necessary that
every wayfarer of this path and every member of this mission
should be an authority on Islam. But it is at least necessary that
everyone should be qualified to an appreciable extent to
differentiate between Islamic beliefs and ignorance and also
between Islamic behaviour and un-Islamic practices. He should
then be in a position to know what guidance Islam has given
regarding different aspects of life. Without this knowledge, one
can neither tread the right path nor guide others. He cannot also
accomplish any useful work on correct lines. The general class
of workers should have a clear conception of Islam to explain
to the urban and rural people the tenets of Islam in a simple
manner. But those possessed of good mental calibre should be
harnessed with sufficient information to impress the
intelligentsia, should be able to remove doubts from the minds



10 Islamic Movement...

of the educated people and clear their confusions, should be
able to refute the allegations of antagonists in a logical manner,
should be in a position to solve multifarious problems of life in
the light of Islam, and should have the capacity to reorientate
knowledge according to the Islamic points of view. They
should also be able to raise a structure of a new culture and
civilization based on eternal canons of Islamic ideology. They
should also possess sufficient critical sense as to shift
unhealthy elements from healthy ones found within the fabric
of thought and practices of the present-day life. And they
should be possessed of such constructive capability as to be
able to break into fragments those elements that deserve to be
torn into pieces and shape better ones in their place and may
also be able to preserve what is worthy of preserving for the
purpose of utilising it in a better social order.

Firm Faith in Islam

Besides knowledge and understanding, another necessary
qualification that is essential for the workers of this mission is
implicit faith in the tenets of the ideology on which they want
to base their activities. Their own heart must be satisfied
regarding the truth of their convictions and their mind should
be at rest with regard to them. Anybody pestered with doubts,
indecision and lack of confidence cannot do anything. This
stupendous task cannot be accomplished in the midst of mental
confusion and disturbed thoughts. One with a heart swinging
both ways, with mind not at rest and attracted by divergent
avenues of thoughts and action, is not fitted for this work.
Whosoever undertakes this task should have firm faith in the
existence of Allah and that He is possessed of those powers,
attributes and rights that have been enunciated in the Holy
Qur’an, and that the Day of Judgement is a reality and it is
exactly the same as mentioned in the Qur’an. The path of
righteousness is only one namely that shown by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (may peace be on him). Everything that
militates against those maxims is null and void. The only
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criterion of judging the correctness of a new idea or a new line
of action presented by anyone is the Book of Allah and the
tradition of the Holy Prophet. That which conforms to this
criterion is correct and that which does not satisfy it is wrong.
Firm belief in these realities is essential for the construction of
the social order of Islam. It should be tempered with mental
satisfaction. Distraction of the mind should be absent. Those
who waver and put their interests in other channels of thought
and action should first undergo proper treatment for the cure of
these drawbacks before embarking upon their careers as
builders of the grand edifice of the Islamic order.

Personal Character

The third compulsory qualification is that a man’s action
should be a mirror of his words. He should follow what he
accepts as correct and refrain from what is wrong according to
his judgement. His life and character should be embodiments
of his ideology and he should himself put into practice what he
preaches to the word. He should not be in need of external
pressure for the purpose of following the Islamic mandates or
for the purpose of abstaining from the “Don’ts”. For him, only
the fact that a certain act will bring Allah’s pleasure should be
sufficient to make him act with a will and undisturbed
attention. The fact that a certain act is not liked by Allah should
be effective enough to make him shun it. This aspect of his
character should not be confined to ordinary events of life only.
On the contrary, his personality should be sufficiently strong to
overcome fear and temptation in an extraordinarily spoilt
situation and he should also be able to fight all opposition and
remain firm in the path of truth. Those devoid of the above
quality may prove helpful in affecting reforms but they cannot
be reckoned as its real executors. Anybody having some degree
of faith in Islam can prove a helper in this cause, even a
disbeliever and antagonist can help to a certain extent. But such
types of helpers, even if they be in hundreds of thousands,
cannot bring about Islamic order nor check the speed of the
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resurgence of ignorance. From practical point of view, this
mission can be successful only when people adorned with faith
and knowledge and harnessed with the force of personality and
character rise up to accomplish it.

With true force in their zeal to satisfy the call of Islam,
they should proceed onwards on the strength of their own urges
and without being goaded to action by external pressures. If
workers of such types undertake to fulfil the mission, the
gesture of sympathisers and helpers who are found among non-
Muslims as well and are not a characteristic feature of the
Muslim society alone can be of some use.

Islam as Aim of Life

In addition to the above three qualifications, there is the
fourth characteristic that should be there in the workers for
reform. It is that establishment of Islam and supremacy of
Allah’s guidance should not merely be a hope or aspiration for
them, rather they should make it the aim of their lives. There
are people who possess knowledge of Islam, believe in it and
act according to it as well but the aim of their life is not the
struggle for establishment of Islam. They are engaged in their
own worldly affairs along with righteousness and good deeds.
No doubt, they are good people and can prove worthy citizens
of the Islamic state if actually established. But where there is
ignorance spread in the whole system of life and the problem is
to replace it by Islamic social order, such good people cannot
prove useful. In that situation, only such people can fit in
whose sole aim in life is this task. They may engage
themselves in other activities to keep body and soul together.
But the only purpose of their life should be the accomplishment
of the task before them. They should be true to their creed and
their hearts should be enthused by their mission. They should
be firmly determined to achieve their objective and should be
prepared to sacrifice their time, their worldly possessions, their
body and soul, and put to use the entire genius of their mind
and heart. If a situation arises for shovelling their very
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existence into the effort, they may not be found wanting. Only
such people can clear the jungle of ignorance and pave the way
for the establishment of the Islamic order.

All these qualifications — the true comprehension of Islam,
implicit belief in it and modelling one’s personality and
character according to it and making its establishment life’s
sole aim — are the basics that should adorn all persons
individually who really want to do something for the
establishment of the Islamic way of life. The importance of
these characteristic qualities lies in the fact that the success of
the Islamic mission cannot be imagined without people
possessed of the above qualities of character and personality.

Needless to say that such type of people willing to
undertake the work would be well advised to form themselves
into an organisation. This is essential. What organisation it
should be and what should be its name is irrelevant. Every
sensible person knows it fully well that no major social change
can be affected through individual efforts alone. It requires
consolidated efforts instead of stray strivings. Hence, in view
of this important reality, I propose to take up for discussion
such qualifications that should be there in that organisation.
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Collective Qualifications

Brotherhood and love
Mutual consultation
Discipline

- il gt e

Constructive criticism

Brotherhood and Love

Such a group should be characterised by mutual love
among its members and should be inspired by a spirit of
sacrifice for each other. They should be like a structure whose
strength lies in the mutual setting of bricks pasted with cement.
In the similar manner, a group becomes solid only when the
hearts of its members are mutually stuck together and the
things that make them stick together is sincere love, mutual
sympathy and well-wishing and the spirit of self-sacrifice for
others. Hearts infested with hatred can never unite. Hypo-
critical associations can never produce real unity. Friendship
based on selfishness is the precursor of discord and only a dry
association of business objectives cannot become a basis for
sympathy. Any worldly necessity may put such different
elements together. But they are destined to get scattered, and
instead of producing any tangible result, get annihilated. A
strong group can come into being only when its members are
sincere in their thoughts and have love for their objective, and
this earnestness of purpose and honest thinking creates
amongst them a feeling of mutual love and sincerity. Such a
group is like a mould of steel in which satan cannot find any
loophole for creating dissensions, even if he brings storms of
opposition from outside he fails to make it move.
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Mutual Consultation

Another qualification is that this group should work with
mutual consultation and should always abide by the norms of
consultation. A group composed of strong-headed individuals
who act according to their personal whims is no party at all. As
a matter of fact, it is only a coterie and no useful work is
expected of them. A party in which a member or a few
influential individuals form themselves into a group,
commanding others to follow their dictates meets the same
fate. Real work can be accomplished through mutual
consultations only. In this way, not only that very many brains
can examine pros and cons of a problem dispassionately and
arrive at a better decision but two more benefits accrue from
this procedure. Firstly, in any undertaking if the opinions of all,
whether directly taken or indirectly incorporated, are
associated, the entire party tries to carry it forward with
earnestness and nobody thinks that something has been thrust
upon him. Another advantage is that this method opens
avenues for appreciating the different aspects of a problem.
Every member becomes keenly interested in the well-being of
the party and its programme of work, and becomes alive to his
own responsibility with regard to the decision taken by it. But
the express condition is that the norms of consultation should
not be lost sight of. The norms of consultation are that
everyone should present his views honestly and should not hide
anything within himself. He should not have recourse to
obstinacy or stubbornness and should be free from bias. And
once a decision is taken, those holding opposite views should
accept it with an open heart and should not insist on their own
views though they may not change their opinion. They should
then try to work according to the decision of the party.
Consultations devoid of the above three qualifications lose
their usefulness and become a source of discord in the party.



















































































































































