HICHER EDUCATION AT THE CROSS-ROADS

Thithex the Christian College?
(¥ Paul Verghese)

~ The Indien University is an exotic plant that has
not flourished very well on the pative soil. But then so is
our total system of socio-culiural values in India today, .

0f eourse there were the ancient universities of
Pharat thet one could enumerate - Takshabila, Varanasi, Halanda,
Vikramashils, Valabhi, Savadvips, Conjeevaram, Thres of these
wore Nindu temple schools - Varanasi, Navadvipa snd Conjeevaranm,
wheress Nalanda, Vikramsshila and Valabhi were Buddhist centres
of higher education, attached to places of historical-raligious

interest like Puddhaviharas,

Takshasila seems to have haé doth Buddhist and /
Hindu associations, and was something of an international contre /l
of learning te which young princes csme from scores of kingdoms

beyond the Tindhu and the CGanga.

We will have occcasion to look_at thae curricula

snd syllabi of these Indian centres later on, The point to
note here is that these are not the ancestors of our modern

Indian wniversities, Their anollt’ry is to be sought in that

peculiar western situation of the 18th century - o secularized
Chriotisn monsstic culture. That is vhy the Indian university.
is an exotic plant - not yet accustomed to-our sgil héro, and
perhaps nover likely to.adapt itself sufficiently to our needs,

unless someorie tries a bit of grafting and cross-fertilization,
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think. The point ';o that the Christian uﬁm of the future esnnot
expect to make something of {tsell by excelling within the cbjectives
set for higher education by the m_ttu'itl,pm or the Sducation . 'h'-. -
Commission m The tiso has come for the Christian College
to exanmine the value aysten of & mumu.u wastezn culture $o
shich we seem to be committed in both our nctiunsl plan and in %he
Edueation Commission Report. ‘m‘ issues saxe much deapers The
call is for the aev wamy and not. just for the economicuily emanicipated |

BAn OF WORGLe

The very word*valus® is a special vestern oresiien ‘l‘hitlil
reflects the scquisitivs silieu in shich that culturs took shapé.
b say that we shonld seek not just after mater m vnluon, but should
also qmﬂ for spiritusl values, does mot take us out of the viecious
eircle of mnn‘mlonm,' where the gumsum bonum, tho highest

‘ good, ia -un something to ba uqurcd and approprizted. Wa are
. _®till in the sequisitivenesa-private proporly =yndrome, even ulien _
that whioh is eought to be asquired mey be 'npiriml'_ iow to 5
~ ‘break the vicious greap of this scquisisivaness and the repulient /:. |
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science end technoiogy, the arts and
to self-giving =nd service, apd the

existencu that Christian Colleges would bave 0

It is in esbodying & %otally new valus systen in whioch

professions are all geared
silent riches of nignificnnt

pioneer ia the

future.

and

Chr

A freudk study of the objectives of the ancient Indian

vestern universities, snd a_rreuh_undexetpndin: of the

1gtisn Cospel slone ¢un show us the wpy hereé.
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Are theze eny “ualpes” te be reoovered from our ancient |

Indian Universities? whetever is good in the ancient Indian

Sarvekalessla tradition velonge to the whols husan race and ought

o be recoversd and manifested by the sodern Indien Univerdity

snd by the Christisn Colloge in partioular.

Tho mout important eingle element that iapresses me in the

tervakelsesla tradition is thelr conmituent to wisdon ~ in other
wopds their espacity to hold geisntie ond gpatic ‘topethers in

, that saparstion detvesn knowledge snd prayer lics both tho ctrength

and the waakness of western oivilization. Ve chould reoovgr Our
own Indian capscity ¢o hold kmowledge in slliance with personal

#

oharscter ond preayery 80 that wisdom may Snoue.

Thie seems tGc me to be the great challengse feoing the
cheistian College of tomorrov. Row can we develop tha community
of love, wisdom and power, which aleong osn be o true conifestetlion
or vevalation of swho Ood 137 1 wauld -_usaut the following outlt;n

prograsne for s Crristian colloge in the fulturo.

(1) Totally recrgsnize the adainlstrative sebeup wilhin the Fes

coliege that it becomes & gemuine community of human S :

boinge with freedom and recponsibility for alls .?hié .
asans the setting up of various bodies in the néistisn
College in such & wey that 01l can participate in the aotna;“ s
_motmmnm,mmmtmmsmm e
revision, policy-making and adninistrasion, he znjr.-
mmhum&nhﬁuwhummﬂm_'
mnmm'mnh.hammﬁ;'w# |
competance und interest, BMtWMMh
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(2) Restrueture the community relations picture
in such a way that the college community beconmes
e significant influence for pesee and progress
within the larger community. This would nean
saking significant contridutions to the lifs of

the larger coumunity in terms of

(a) providing & forum for disoussing diificnlt community
problems in an atsosphers of opennens, restrainé and

®

mitunl trust;

(b) providing the community with pioneering projects and

ideas vhich can be takem cver by the comzunity

() continuing to provide certsin services o the sonmunity

like adult education, oxtension aourses in politics,
ecunomics, sociology and if poszidble in tachnologicnl

subjecte,

(d) being a reconciling infltenc: hetsesn nejor foctors

in the community,

(B} Reorgenicze the Christisn commmity within the college

in order to ensbdle them %o better fulfil ihe objectiven

in (1) and (2),

(4) Train & group of eollege feachere whe heve hud ap

Cavistian purpose of 1ife en oarth, ond $0 oommit

theuselves to a nmore radicully Christian way of

life in the college Commanity. Heve I weuig €lie

phasive the study of western ag well se Indian ana

other aeian forms of philesephy and spiritunidty,

p th ' 3 :
g0 ¢ at’tho Christian comsunity in the coltege becomes

5oan1nulr trnnnrorninq foree, bug ngt in' the diresction
«f western mecular Risletys Unis dnes nltﬂmean tha\\

oppertinity to refleot more deg 1y sbout the trye e
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the Christian comsunity should shy away frem the pooitiva
velues of seculer culture, but it dows mean that Chrigsiions
ahould understand them eriticelly in theliy histordond grigln

ad contamgorary ralevance, Hors he siudy of Hulshiem and
Hinduian, essecinlly Uandhism, scosa to au oF primery imporiance,
Soums tesching im thece thres opiritualitiﬁa‘(Bud&hiam, Hinduisn,
and Candhisa) sheuld ve made abrolutely cuﬁﬁuslorx for ell

degree prograzcee in Christian Collegot.

Philosophy must beccme & necassary sart of the soliege
curriouive, Htudents ehould be tralired to Yhink sisarly and
deeply. This capaeity for philosophical rellagiion 10 now
lexgely lewt in the Weetern wniversidy tvaditions Suoch
philegeyphical reflection nhouvld comprehend the fielde ol
spelologys Fsyohologyy E¢onemise wnd axt?r&:alogy,-and should
hely 4he student %o scauvire o aentral nuclesr catasgory by
which to imtegrate all knowledge vnd experience intc some
significently mesningful paﬁturﬁ, vhioh 1s contimually epen

to ravieoten., dut vhieh orovides & perspeaiive Loy life oriente
ation imelunding vocational choice tnd the ﬁnxviac'rondtrad through

one's vooation.
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These clements ar¢ in eddition to the eaphasis made
in the Tothari Commission Report about workeorientation,

~ servige-notivation, relevance, rogearch emphasis and o on,

Therns 13 one final task which we hove n Tight %o expect

& Christian Collage im Indian today %o parform, This is the task

of a re-orientation in en our grasp of the Chriatian faith.

%o are now ma enslaved dy the estegovice of wortern fhuught,

end even when we differ, wvhich ie wvery colden, from our western
brethren in mattere of feith; it iz irn terme ef the qnaaiiona'
posed by the weetern dedate., Christisnity hae been fundementally
nisdinteryreted in the westy &nd we pecd Lo recover & Iresh Indian

understanding of Christisnity, This'lo unliicely 10 cone from

the Indian theclogiens alone, mince they have boan »ather badly

A@e Yrainwagzhad for too long & tlue,

The Christian College must serist in the reuevery of
a new visien of the Christien faith - & crying nced for peny

intaliigent 1a:=an'of our couninyy who find msuch of our precent

theology vewilderingly irrelevant:. This must be done in the

eontexs of an adoguate grasp of Hindu philosephy and apiritualﬂv. 'W
but wilh due vegmrd ecleo to the problems posed VY ‘soianee and .

technology,






